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Abstract

Rising from the ash and dust of the Maccabean
revolt, the Hasmonean dynasty acted as a
local political entity under the influences of
the great kingdoms active in the Southern
Levant— the Seleucid and Ptolemaic
Dynasties. By doing so the Hasmoneans
forged themselves as an independent local
kingdom both diplomatically and militarily,
creating their own unique material culture and
spearheading a vast literary tradition. This
tradition illuminates the complexity of their
world views, as their historiography reveals
them as great conquerors, who expanded their
kingdom in the name of their religious and
national ideologies. Such textual traditions
reveal the significant role that the Lod valley
played in the early stages of the Hasmonean
advancement towards an independent state.
Yet the archaeology of the Lod valley is lesser
known in comparison to other regions such as
the Highlands, the Judean Foothills, and the
Coastal Plain. This paper specifically examines
the material culture (ceramics, burials, and
architecture) of the settlement at Tel Hadid,
and those in the Lod valley in general. Such
an analysis supports renewed presentations of
the westward Hasmonean expansion, which
are contextualized by the entangled history of
the period. In doing so this paper illuminates
the important processes that occurred in the
region during a formative period in the history
of Judaism.

Key words: Tel Hadid, Lod Valley,

The Hellenistic Period, The Hasmonean
Dynasty, Archaeology of the southern
Levant, Fortifications
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